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“Under Attack”

Psalms 42 & Matthew 16
Psalm 42:1-2 (New International Version, ©2011)

“As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  When can I go and meet with God?”

I’ve quoted this scripture many times without understanding its true meaning.  What David is describing is a deer that is desperate for water.  A deer never pants for water unless it is being chased by a predator.  A deer will loose 80% of its water reserve during the chase.

As leaders of God’s church, we have to realize we are being chased by the enemy.

Tonight I want to share with you some things God has shown me about being a leader that overcomes the attacks of the enemy.
Turn in your bibles to Matthew 16:13
Peter’s Revelation about Jesus

Matthew 16:13-17 

“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”  They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”  Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.”

This was Peter’s salvation experience.  For the first time, Peter went from following Jesus to believing Jesus.

Jesus Revelation about Peter

Matthew 16:18-19

“And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hell will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

More important than Peter’s revelation about Jesus, was Jesus revelation about Peter.  
Here Jesus reveals three things about Peter:

1. You are called to be the building blocks of my church. - Rock
2. You are going to be a target of satanic opposition. – Gates of hell
3. You will be given authority to overcome any attack of the enemy. – Keys to the Kingdom
Matthew 16:20-21– Jesus puts Peter to the test
Peter’s Response to Jesus Revelation
Peter the Rock, the Leader, the holder of the Keys

Matthew 16:22

“Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”
Was Peter just having a bad day?

Was this just Peter’s personality, DNA?

Was this just Peter’s passion for Jesus?

This was the devil filling Peter’s mind with satanic thoughts.

The devil can’t take the keys of the kingdom out of your hand, but he can take your mind off the things of God.
The only way the devil can rob you of your God given authority, is to get you to believe a lie.

Read Ezra 1-6
Our Homework:

1. Rebuke the enemy

Matthew 16:23 “Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan!
2. Resist the enemy boldly
James 4:7-8 “Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Come near to God and he will come near to you.”
3. Renew your mind daily
Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will.
4. Refuel your spirit in worship
Psalm 43:4 “Then will I go to the alter of God, to God, my joy and my delight.  I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God.”

1 Samuel 16:14-23
“Whenever the spirit from God came upon Saul, David would take his harp and play.  Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him.”
